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By means of significant biblical evidence, Part
One presented the fact that godly leadership

existed in short supply throughout Israel’s rela-
tionship with God. The scriptural record chronicles
that an occasional Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses,
Joshua, David, or another good leader arose among
them, but Ezekiel 34 succinctly summarizes Judah’s
leadership, in particular, as shepherds who ruled
for their own well-being rather than the citizens’.
Such leadership does not produce good results.

Normally, a shepherd is a person who leads a
flock by serving the sheep through his care for
them in many areas of a sheep’s life. However, in
a context like Ezekiel 34, the terms “shepherd” and
“sheep” are being used in a figurative sense. A
shepherd is a human leader in some position of
authority, and sheep designate human citizens the
leader has authority over. It is also helpful to
understand that “shepherd” includes far more than
the religious ministry. It includes, in short, leader-
ship in government, education, business, entertain-
ment, and media, reaching all the way to parents in
the family home.

God created the domesticated sheep to be among
the most dependent of all animals. They are so
dependent upon the leadership of a human shep-
herd that it seems a wonder that they survive in the
wild at all. Sheep are quite timid by nature, easily
frightened, as well as subject to many diseases and
easy prey for predators.

Leadership and Covenants
Part  Two

In like manner, humans need quality leadership
in important areas of life, or because of Satan’s
influence on the carnal mind, human community
life tends to degenerate into a mode of survival of
the fittest, resulting in large numbers of people
living as little more than slaves of those mightier
than they are. For the majority, life in such a
community becomes a hopeless existence.

The prophet penned Isaiah 3:12 over a hundred
years before Ezekiel 34 was written, but it exposes
that community life in Judah was already in severe
decline: “As for My people, children are their
oppressors, and women rule over them. O My
people! Those who lead you cause you to err, and
destroy the way of your paths.”

“Lead” is a verb, indicating the activity of the
subject of the sentence. According to the Reader’s
Digest Encyclopedic Dictionary, its definitions
are quite extensive, comprising a long paragraph.
A few are “to go ahead so as to show the way”;
“to guide as in giving directions”; “to conduct as
with an orchestra or choral group”; “to cause to
progress by or as by pulling or holding, thus to draw
along as with a cart”; “to be in command of as in
controlling the actions or affairs of”; “to serve as”;
“to influence or determine the ideas, conduct, or
actions of”; and “to induce and motivate.”

In summary, a leader is one who goes ahead or
in advance of, acting as an influence on others,
whether by design or incidentally as an example.

Personal
from John W. Ritenbaugh
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Note that forcing others is not implied by the term, though
it occurs in some cases in actual practice. What we can
more obviously infer is that a leader is a guide who
influences by example, which allows others to follow more
easily. For instance, a leader will encourage people to join
a team to achieve an objective.

Another Lesson from Judah

Isaiah’s account of what life was like in Judea during his
lifetime demands further examination. Whereas Ezekiel

34 provides a distinct focus on a major cause of Israel’s
morality problem, Isaiah gives a more detailed record of
what was happening “on the street.”

Isaiah 59 portrays an entire culture in collapse. What is
reported there took place about 120 years before Judah’s
devastation by Nebuchadnezzar’s armies in 605 BC. Until
being conquered, Judah was still holding together as a
nation, so the chapter provides insight into what the self-
centered leadership was producing on a more day-to-day
basis. In the first eight verses, Isaiah lists Judah’s immoral
activities:

Behold the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear.
But your iniquities have separated you from your
God; and your sins have hidden His face from you,
so that He will not hear. For your hands are
defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity;
your lips have spoken lies, your tongue has muttered
perversity. No one calls for justice, nor does any
plead for truth. They trust in empty words and speak
lies; they conceive evil and bring forth iniquity.
They hatch vipers’ eggs and weave the spider’s
web; he who eats of their eggs dies, and from that
which is crushed a viper breaks out. Their webs will
not become garments, nor will they cover them-
selves with their works; their works are works of
iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands.
Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed
innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of
iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths.
The way of peace they have not known, and there is
no justice in their ways; they have made themselves
crooked paths; whoever takes that way shall not
know peace. (Isaiah 59:1-8)

This paragraph appears like a report from God through
Isaiah on how He sees the collective cultural chaos
produced as each citizen’s sinfulness contributed to the
wickedness of all who were living in Judah at that time. It
is delivered as though God is a prosecuting attorney
presenting his case before a court for judgment. After
reading such a condemning report, one can only wonder
whether any more than a mere handful of citizens were
actually obeying God! In the same way, we can confidently

judge from the news reports we hear daily in the media that
the quality of life in the United States is approaching the
same condition.

Isaiah 59:9-15 is the citizens’ response to God’s colorful
but incisive accusations. They tell Him how this cultural
chaos is affecting them, especially emotionally:

Therefore justice is far from us, nor does righteous-
ness overtake us; we look for light, but there is
darkness! For brightness, but we walk in blackness!
We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as
if we had no eyes; we stumble at noonday as at
twilight; we are as dead men in desolate places. We
all growl like bears, and moan sadly like doves; we
look for justice, but there is none; for salvation, but it
is far from us. For our transgressions are multiplied
before You, and our sins testify against us; for our
transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities,
we know them: In transgressing and lying against the
LORD, and departing from our God, speaking oppres-
sion and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the
heart words of falsehood. Justice is turned back, and
righteousness stands afar off; for truth is fallen in the
street, and equity cannot enter. So truth fails, and he
who departs from evil makes himself a prey. Then
the LORD saw it, and it displeased Him that there was
no justice.

Isaiah 59 concludes a three-chapter section that can be
seen as a parallel of the period just prior to the Flood and
simultaneously a vivid portrait of the twenty-first century.
Will our situation escalate to the level that Jesus predicted
in Matthew 24:37: “But as the days of Noah were, so also
will the coming of the Son of man be”? Unless God
intervenes soon, it seems likely to do so.

In chapter 57, Isaiah laments about how few truly
righteous people live the way of God. Perhaps the worst
part of it is that the majority seems to have accepted it
as a fact of life and become accustomed to it. On the
surface, nobody except those who lived in more stable
times seems to notice the deteriorating quality of life.
Almost no one seems to care deeply enough to do anything
about what is happening, even to help themselves. In
addition to violence and sexual immorality in the culture,
God takes to task the pagan idolatry that is thriving among
the people.

In chapter 58, Isaiah sternly berates the people for their
hypocritical fasting. On the surface, the fasting seems to
show that some indeed do care. But do they really? No! In
reality, their fasting was not spiritually motivated in the
least, being ritualistic externalism at best. They were
fasting to appear religious before others, but it was only a
social practice that never produced fruit—that of actually
helping others.

This returns us to the beginning of Isaiah 59. Reading

Personal
Leadership and Covenants
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verses 1-3 from a modern translation will give us a clearer
picture of what is happening:

The Lord’s arm is not too short to save nor His ear
too dull to hear; rather, it is your iniquities that raise
a barrier between you and your God; it is your sins
that veil His face, so that He does not hear. Your
hands are stained with blood and your fingers with
crime; your lips speak lies and your tongues utter
injustice. (Revised English Bible)

The people are indeed suffering from the chaotic immo-
rality that surrounds them, and some are truly appealing to
God to bring it to a merciful end. They have prayed and
fasted about the situation, but God did not react. God
provided no answers. He effected no changes. He did not
raise up righteous and dutiful shepherds to provide good
guidance and instill peace. Indeed, it seemed as if He had
not even heard! Or if He had heard, He seemed not to have
enough time or strength to do anything to bring the agonies
of this kind of life to an end. Why?

Verses 2-3 contains the answer: Surprise, surprise—
the very people appealing to God to end the crisis in their
communities were guilty of committing the same sins that
were responsible for intensifying the crisis. Despite crying
out to God, they were not repenting of their own sins! In the
meantime, God is waiting for the beginning of a truly
sincere and substantial change led by the people crying out
to God. He wants them to begin obeying His Word and
restoring justice in all their doings.

We can apply this to the ever-worsening situation in the
United States. Many people in this nation still hold sin-
cerely to a substantially correct understanding of God and
His purposes for mankind. They understand to some
degree where the present immorality can lead. Because
they fear what is coming and are suffering some degree of
misery due to the nation’s spiritual decline, they are
probably praying about these things.

Preparation for the Future

Why is the subject of leadership important to those of
us in the church? So far, the background examples

given to this point have all been drawn from the history of
Israel, but Israel no longer exists as described in the
biblical record. However, God’s purpose moves on. Chris-
tians have been called by God to be in His church, which
has become what Paul calls “the Israel of God” in Galatians
6:16. God’s spiritual focus is now on the church, not
physical Israel. He will deal with them after He works with
the church.

Further, it is important because God is following a
pattern He established long ago in performing His creative
efforts. He reveals it in His dealings with Israel, and He is
still following it to this day. He declares to Israel:

For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; the
LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for
Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on

the face of the earth. The LORD did not set His love
on you nor choose you because you were more in
number than any other peoples; but because the LORD
loves you, and because He would keep the oath
which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has
brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed
you from the house of bondage, from the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 7:6-8)

Nothing in this statement would give the average Israelite
a puffed-up mind on the subject of God’s calling of them to
work in and through them for His creative purposes. He
makes it plain that He did not deliver them or work with
them because of anything they had already accomplished as
a nation. They had been a bunch of slaves!

Through the apostle Paul, God exposes a humbling yet
accurate truth about those He has called into His church.
We must come to grips with it because a humble recogni-
tion and acceptance of this reality is necessary for His
purposes. We can compare what God says about us with
what He said about Israel in Deuteronomy 7. I Corinthians
1:21-31 describes us in this way:

For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish
things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God
has chosen the weak things of the world to put to
shame the things which are mighty; and the base
things of the world and the things which are despised
God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring
to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should
glory in His presence. But of Him you are in Christ
Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption—
that, as it is written, “He who glories, let him glory in
the LORD.”

God is following the same pattern in calling Christians
into the church. We are described as “foolish,” “weak,”
“base,” and “despised.” It sounds a great deal like lowly
Israel. The only major difference is that He called Israel as
an entire nation at once, but He calls Christians into His
church one at the time. Incidentally, when He calls us, we,
too, are a slave people—unwitting slaves in most cases,
living under Satan’s thumb and taking orders from him. In
terms of leadership qualities, how much do we have to
offer to God to further His present creative purposes?

Revelation 5:9-10 provides a vision of what we are
being prepared for. This incomplete vision presents a
generality that points specifically to Jesus Christ.

And they sang a new song, saying; “You are worthy
to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were
slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out
of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and
have made us kings and priests to our God; and we
shall reign on the earth.”
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The issue in the vision is finding One who is qualified to
open a certain scroll. Beginning in Revelation 6, we find
that the scroll contains visions of events that will occur
beyond the time of chapter 5, events both before and after
Christ’s return. The issue of opening the scroll is resolved
because Christ, the Lamb of God, is qualified to open it
due to what He has already accomplished. He has been
prepared to open it.

His qualification is important because it sets an example
for us. Revelation 5:10 speaks to what is most critical to us
concerning our present lives as God’s called, as well as to
what we will be doing in the future. Christ has appointed
the people mentioned in verse 9 to be a kingdom of priests
to serve our God and to bear a measure of rulership. They
are selected to fill such responsibilities because they, like
the Lamb, Christ, have been prepared to render these
services in God’s behalf. These preparations are taking
place in the lives of Christians right now.

Note that “kingdom of priests” is a better translation of
the Greek in verse 10 than “kings and priests,” as the King
James and New King James versions render it. By the
word “reign,” verse 10 indicates that rulership is definitely
in view in addition to priestly responsibilities. There can be
no doubt that both ruling and priestly positions include
shepherding responsibilities, so the positions that await
Christians in God’s Kingdom require leadership training to
prepare those God will assign to them after Christ’s return.

Peter writes something similar:

You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri-
fices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. . . . But
you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, His own special people, that you may
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light. (I Peter 2:5, 9)

Christians are being trained for their future spiritual
responsibilities. Revelation 14:3-4 clarifies:

They sang as it were a new song before the throne,
before the four living creatures, and the elders; and
no one could learn that song except the hundred and
forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the
earth. These are the ones who were not defiled with
women, for they are virgins. These are the ones who
follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were
redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God
and to the Lamb.

Both of these passages help us focus on what is being
accomplished within our calling now before the events of
Revelation 6 and the conclusion of the prophecy take
place. We are being prepared for responsibilities that
require God’s way of leadership. This is being done

through learning God’s way of life thoroughly so that
we may teach, govern, and judge in love using God’s
standards.

By way of contrast, the world’s approach to salvation
focuses almost exclusively on merely being saved. As
important as that is, it pays little attention to any other
purpose and responsibility connected with being saved.
However, this period prior to our transformation into the
Kingdom of God has a major purpose: to prepare to
continue serving God at a far higher level of responsibility
after Christ returns.

God does not call people who already possess the
leadership qualities He desires they practice in His Family
Kingdom. Instead, He calls those with potential, gifts them
with the raw materials they need, and then creates them
individually into what He desires for them in terms of
purpose and position.

We are being created in the image of Christ, and
leadership is what God is looking for in us. Not that each
of us is leading vast numbers of people, but we are learning
leadership by overcoming the carnal nature and grow-
ing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. How?
By faith in God’s existence and in His Word—by
following His way of life—we are deliberately and with full
purpose, choosing to allow ourselves to be transformed
into His image.

The fruit of following this program under our High
Priest’s direction and the Father’s oversight is leadership
in God’s way. If we happen to lead others, it is primarily by
example. We are not forcing this way of life on others.

The Bible reveals that Israel’s leadership consistently
fell short of serving God adequately enough to lead the
nation to greatness in His eyes. This is partly because
every leader follows a pattern made by someone who
preceded them. So the first and most critical element in
judging the quality of any leader’s service to those he leads
is the answer to “Whose pattern is he or she following?”
Is the leader following God or the world ruled by Satan?
Any judgment of a leader begins here. The second ele-
ment, then, is, “How well did the leader follow the pattern
he or she was using?”

Only Jesus Christ followed and led perfectly; He is the
greatest leader who ever lived. He testifies in John 7:16,
“My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me.” He
followed what He was led to teach. Jesus is the highest
example of the leadership God is looking for and which He
is creating within His children. God evaluates our leader-
ship on the basis of how consistently we lead by following
the way, the doctrines of God, as Jesus did.

This subject should be important to everyone because
each of our examples of how life is lived has the potential
to lead others for good or ill. We may carelessly believe our
lives do not matter, but they do matter because we live
them before others and can influence them to follow what

(continued on page 13)

Personal
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Why Did God Command
Israel to Go to War?

“Be ready always to give an answer . . .” I Peter 3:15

For many who profess to follow Christ, God’s instructions in the Old Testament
seem strange and foreign. The way God interacted with ancient Israel compared

to the way Jesus Christ lived and taught are so different that many have concluded
that the Old and New Testaments feature two different Gods!

A question that frequently arises regards the sixth commandment: “Thou shalt not
kill” in the King James Version (Exodus 20:13). Yet, a short time later, God
commands Israel to kill the inhabitants of Canaan, including children. That God would
both prohibit and command violence appears to be incongruous. Such an apparent
contradiction provokes the conclusion that Old Testament instructions are untrust-
worthy and that the God of those times was unpredictable.

The truth, though, is that the God who gave these commands is the same One who
died for the sins of mankind (cf. I Corinthians 10:1-4). The problem is not with God,
but with man’s understanding of His nature and intentions.

Is there a contradiction between God’s prohibition against personal murder and
His command to Israel to annihilate the people of Canaan? Since Scripture cannot
be broken (John 10:35), how can this alleged incongruity be resolved?

Before looking at God’s instructions to Israel, first consider that this same
apparent contradiction is also found in the New Testament. On the one hand, Jesus
teaches that murder begins in the heart—that harboring malice or enmity breaks the
spirit of the law (Matthew 5:21-22). On the other hand, when Jesus is standing before
Pontius Pilate, He says plainly that if His Kingdom were a worldly one, His servants
would fight (John 18:36). They would go to war on His behalf!

Original Intent
One explanation of God’s command to Israel to go to war is that His original intent

“When the LORD your God delivers [the Canaanites] over to you,
you shall conquer them and utterly destroy them.

You shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them.”
—Deuteronomy 7:2

Ready Answer
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was to drive out the inhabitants Himself, but God turned the
responsibility over to the nation and withdrew Himself
after Israel sinned. In other words, His command to go to
war was a consequence of their turning from Him. How-
ever, as we will see, God fully intended for Israel to go to
war and drive out the inhabitants of the Promised Land.
This can be seen in His multiple instructions to them over
many years. Notice the intent of this initial command:

But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I
speak, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and
an adversary to your adversaries. For My Angel will
go before you and bring you in to the Amorites and
the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites and
the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will cut them off.
You shall not bow down to their gods, nor serve them,
nor do according to their works; but you shall utterly
overthrow them and completely break down their
sacred pillars. . . . I will send My fear before you, I
will cause confusion among all the people to whom
you come, and will make all your enemies turn their
backs to you. And I will send hornets before you,
which shall drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and
the Hittite from before you. I will not drive them out
from before you in one year, lest the land become
desolate and the beasts of the field become too
numerous for you. Little by little I will drive them out
from before you, until you have increased, and you
inherit the land. And I will set your bounds from the
Red Sea to the sea, Philistia, and from the desert to
the River. For I will deliver the inhabitants of the
land into your hand, and you shall drive them out
before you. You shall make no covenant with them,
nor with their gods. They shall not dwell in your
land, lest they make you sin against Me. For if you
serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you.”
(Exodus 23:22-24, 27-33; emphasis ours throughout)

God spoke this on the heels of giving the Ten Command-
ments and the terms of the covenant. These instructions,
then, were spoken on the same occasion that God said,
“Thou shalt not kill,” or to be more precise, “You shall not
murder” (Exodus 20:13, New King James Version).

Obedient Cooperation Required
At first glance, it may appear that God would do all of the
work: “I will cut them off”; “I will send My fear before
you”; “I will cause confusion”; “I will send hornets”; “I will
drive them out.” However, verse 31 also shows that God
fully intended that Israel play a part: “I will deliver the
inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive
them out before you.” God is not directing the Israelites to
escort a friendly populace gently out of their territory. The
literal translation says that Israel should cast them out.
Strength of arms would be required.

God did not promise to change their nature; these carnal
people would fiercely resist and defend their land and their
religion. Israel would have a fight on their hands—which
God fully intended. He would be leading the fight against
the inhabitants, which is why Israel would prevail. How-
ever, they were still responsible for cleansing the land of
the Canaanites and other peoples.

Verse 22 (“if you indeed obey His voice and do all that
I speak”) shows that God’s promises are conditional, but
it is important to understand exactly what the conditions
were. If Israel were obedient, God would be an enemy to
their enemies. The implication is not that if Israel dis-
obeyed they would have to go to war, but rather that, if
Israel disobeyed, they would have a much harder time
when they did go to war. But whether or not they were
faithful, Israel was still responsible for removing the
paganism and pagans from the land.

Verse 33 stipulates that the inhabitants shall not dwell
in the land. This was not conditional on Israel’s obedi-
ence—this was God’s edict to His people so they would
understand their responsibility. But if the Israelites were
faithful, they would have God on their side, blessing their
efforts. It is the same way with us: God gives us respon-
sibilities, and if we are faithful to Him, He supplies the help
we need to carry them out.

It was Israel’s responsibility, then, to marshal an army
to subjugate the people of the land. This is seen in Numbers
1, which takes place while Israel is still at Sinai about one
year later. In between Exodus 23 and Numbers 1, the
Israelites had transgressed with the Golden Calf (Exodus
32:1-35). Yet, even after their unfaithfulness, God still says
twice that He would drive out the inhabitants (Exodus 33:2;
34:11).

Therefore, Israel’s unfaithfulness did not nullify God’s
promise. Instead, Numbers 1 records God telling Moses to
take a census and determine the number of men who were
able to go to war. Fourteen times in that one chapter God
repeats the instruction to number the men who were able
to “go to war”—even though He had just recently con-
firmed His promise to fight on their behalf! God would be
driving out the inhabitants, but He was also preparing the
Israelites to engage the enemy. Clearly, it was still God’s
intent that Israel do its part within the fight.

Faithlessness Leads to Death
After the census, Israel, organized into armies, traveled
the rest of the distance to the border of the Promised Land.
Scouts spied out the land, and the majority gave a negative
report. However, Caleb’s response was positive: “Let us
go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to
overcome it” (Numbers 13:30). Both Caleb and Joshua
knew that with God on their side, they would be victorious
in the battle. These righteous men understood God’s intent
for the clearing of the land to be a cooperative effort
between God and Israel. Both parties would fight, and

Ready Answer
Why Did God Command Israel to Go to War?
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God’s view—the only view that matters—the land be-
longed to Israel. The Canaanites and others were essen-
tially squatters. Because of their right of possession, Israel
had the authority—and actually, the duty—to enforce
God’s laws within the realm that now belonged to them.

Applying Romans 13 to ancient Israel, we see that
Israel was the “governing authority” of the land God gave
to them. He intended that the leadership of Israel be a
“terror to evil works” (including those of the inhabitants of
the land), and He fully intended that Israel “bear the
sword.” God requires that the civil authority “execute
wrath” on those practicing evil—which certainly applied to
the pagan peoples of the Promised Land.

Another facet in understanding this question is the
context in which God gave the commands. In every place
and circumstance where God gives Israel the duty to
destroy the people of the land, He also mentions the
idolatry of the peoples, along with demonism, sorcery,
witchcraft, and child sacrifice. God was greatly concerned
about the influence these things would have on His people,
so He was particular in admonishing them to carry out the
penalty of His law thoroughly.

Deuteronomy 13:6-11 is clear that, if someone tried to
draw another person away from God and entice him to
serve other gods, the penalty was death. Whole cities could
be destroyed for this (verses 12-18). The same principle is
at work with the Canaanites, just on a much larger scale.
Being stronger and more numerous than Israel (Numbers
13:31; Deuteronomy 9:1; 20:1), it required an entire army
to enforce God’s law rather than just a local judge or
magistrate. Every able-bodied, non-Levite above the age
of 20 had to participate in carrying out God’s justice in the
land He had given them. This action was not at all
synonymous with a man murdering another because of the
evil intent of his heart. It is about God executing wrath on
evildoers, commissioning Israel to be the governing author-
ity to carry out His justice. This is not to say that Israel was
above reproach—far from it. Israel was simply the tool
God used to carry out His law. Notice:

Do not think in your heart, after the LORD your God
has cast them out before you, saying, ‘Because of my
righteousness the LORD has brought me in to possess
this land’; but it is because of the wickedness of these
nations that the LORD is driving them out from before
you. It is not because of your righteousness or the
uprightness of your heart that you go in to possess
their land, but because of the wickedness of these
nations that the LORD your God drives them out from
before you, and that He may fulfill the word which the
LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. (Deuteronomy 9:4-5)

God did not tell Israel to wage war on the idolaters
beyond their borders. He did not tell them to take the army
back to Egypt and “finish the job” or to march on Babylon
or Assyria and wipe them out, even though those nations

God’s side would prevail. Of course, it did not turn out that
way. Israel refused to follow God’s lead in going to war, and
as a consequence they had to wander for 38 years.

At the end of their wandering, God says essentially the
same thing that He did in Exodus 23:22-33—that the
dispossession would be a cooperative effort:

Therefore understand today that the LORD your God is
He who goes over before you as a consuming fire. He
will destroy them and bring them down before you;
so you shall drive them out and destroy them quickly,
as the LORD has said to you. (Deuteronomy 9:3)

The LORD your God Himself crosses over before you;
He will destroy these nations from before you,
and you shall dispossess them. Joshua himself
crosses over before you, just as the LORD has said
. . . . The LORD will give them over to you, that you
may do to them according to every commandment
which I have commanded you. Be strong and of
good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for
the LORD your God, He is the One who goes with you.
He will not leave you nor forsake you.” (Deuter-
onomy 31:3, 5-6)

Later writings show that Exodus 23:22-33 was fulfilled
exactly as God had instructed, with both God and Israel
participating (Psalm 44:2-3; Nehemiah 9:18-19, 22-24).

The question remains: Why did God command Israel to
go to war against these people? In reality, “go to war” is
euphemistic: Deuteronomy 7:2 has God commanding Is-
rael to smite the peoples and utterly destroy them. Years
later, God told Saul through Samuel to “go and attack
Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not
spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and
nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey” (I Samuel
15:3). God intended that the Amalekites be wiped out and
that Israel under Saul do it. Does this contradict God’s
sixth commandment?

Principles of Governance
We find the beginning of an answer in Romans 13:1-5:

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities.
For there is no authority except from God, and the
authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore
whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of
God, and those who resist will bring judgment on
themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good
works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the
authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise
from the same. For he is God’s minister to you for good.
But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the
sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger
to execute wrath on him who practices evil.

These verses contain a principle of governance that
applies to what God had Israel do in the Promised Land. In (continued on page 13)
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It’s Not Fair!

Are we so used to hearing it that we fail to realize
how damaging the self-important sentiment of dis-
content that lurks within can be? What does it say
about a society when this phrase, and the idea behind
it, is expressed and accepted so readily?

Walking around most shopping centers and seeing
little children in the toy or candy stores, we witness
often their excessive displays of pride, discontent,
and distress when a parent denies them of something
they want. In fact, one could be forgiven for thinking
that such behavior is just a part of our culture. For
when a child denied protests loudly and bitterly
toward his “offending” parent, screaming, “It’s not
fair!” is it not our typical reaction to shake our heads,
shrug our shoulders, and say, “Well, that’s just how
kids are these days”?

Yet, it seems that as we age, we develop even more
effective ways of expressing our displeasure for per-
ceived unjust treatments. Teenagers may not kick and
scream like their younger siblings, but they have their
own persuasive ways of making a parent, teacher, or an
employer feel guilty for some “unfair” slight.

Furthermore, by adulthood, after many years of
experiencing injustice (actual or perceived), most of
us have perfected the “art” of displaying our displea-
sure to the world. In fact, upon closer inspection, it is
obvious that our kids have been learning how to
exhibit their resentment from us!

THE SEEDS OF DISCONTENT
Right from the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve
apparently thought God was unfairly keeping them
from partaking of the fruit of the Tree of the Knowl-
edge of Good and Evil. They seemed happy to submit

to God’s commands—to begin with—but after Satan
tweaked their pride, their actions “cultivated” the
first seeds of human discontent (Genesis 3:1-6).

From l Kings:19:1-4, we witness the prophet Elijah’s
discontent, after fleeing from Jezebel’s threats, im-
ploring God to take his life. He implies that he had
served enough—and suffered enough. For God to
ask more of him would simply be unfair.

Consider the actions of Jonah, who displayed his
indignation over God’s will for him regarding the
Ninevites. To begin with, when God directed him,
“Go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it”
(Jonah 1:2), his initial response was to flee in the
opposite direction (verse 3). Then, after relenting and
submitting to God’s direction, Jonah displayed further
discontent and pride when he cried out against God’s
merciful sparing of the great city (Jonah 3:10; 4:1).
Later, when God destroyed the shade plant, Jonah,
much in the manner of Elijah, begged God to take his
life. Apparently, God’s mercy was too unfair for him
to bear (Jonah 4:3, 6-9).

Down through the ages, nothing has changed, as
men still remain discontented, considering their lot in
life unfair. Can we find a correlation between this
and all the adultery and crime in our time?

Most people marry with the best of intentions, but
they too often become discontented after some
perceived slight from their spouse. Then, armed with
the alleged accusation of maltreatment, they justify
seeking sinful solace and comfort in the arms of
another.

Murder, theft, and violence take place on a daily
basis, and much of this occurs because the guilty
party has thought the circumstances of his life that
led to this action were unfair. In fact, people from all
walks of life—rich, poor, sick, healthy, and from

Prophecy Watch

How often have we spoken the phrase,
“It’s not fair”?
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stable or unstable homes—can fall victim to this common
disease of discontent by thinking life is unfair. But even
though we all complain of injustice in our lives, not all turn
bitter and not all turn to a life of crime. Why is that?

If we contemplate the Parable of the Talents in Mat-
thew 25:14-30, we learn that two men, generously given
multiple talents by their master and recognizing that these
talents came with additional responsibility, felt compelled
to use them to produce even more. Conversely, the one
given fewer talents, and thus an easier assignment with
less responsibility, produced nothing but bitterness.

Just look around us in the church. Some among us God has
chosen to bless with more talent, or perhaps have had
better training or opportunities to start them out in life.
However, when all is said and done, so much hangs on the
way a man views his relationship with those he must answer
to—his master, or indeed, God. Anyone can find grounds
to complain, as there is always perceived injustice to be
found, but does that perception really provide legitimate
grounds for complaining?

JOB’S EXAMPLE
Consider what the Bible has to say about Job. Job 1:1-3
reveals he was blameless, upright—he shunned evil and
feared God. A successful businessman, he had ten chil-
dren and owned a great deal of livestock. He was so
wealthy, he “was the greatest of all the people of the East.”

But even while living a blameless life, Job lost it all,
because God allowed him to be burdened with perhaps the
greatest trial ever given to any man, other than Jesus
Christ. If ever a person could protest the unfairness of life,
it was Job. However, confronted with enormous, almost
unspeakable torment, without any understanding as to why
it was happening or how long it would last, he refused to
cry foul (Job 2:10).

Have we ever had one of those days, where everything
that can go wrong does? The alarm clock dies in the middle
of the night (so you oversleep); the door knob comes off
the bathroom door trapping you inside; the toaster burns
your breakfast; you cannot find your keys, but when you
do, the car will not start, making you late for work, and the
boss threatens to fire you; the air conditioner quits; the
toilet backs up; and while arguing with your spouse, you
crunch down on a cracker and break a tooth!

As bad as that may seem, such trials are actually quite
frivolous in light of what Job was experiencing. After
Satan challenges God concerning him (Job 1:11), the story
continues with four reports of increasingly tragic news.
First, a band of rebels had stolen Job’s oxen and donkeys
and killed many of his servants. Before Job could finish
digesting the bad news, another man rushes in, exclaiming
that “fire of God” had burned up Job’s sheep, killing even
more servants. Directly on the heels of that messenger, a
third man rushes in to report that the Chaldeans had
conducted a violent raid, stolen all the camels, and killed
even more servants (Job 1:13-17).

Job must have wondered what was going on!
But as awful as the news was, the worst was yet to

come. While Job was still reeling from the tragedies he had
heard so far, a fourth messenger declares abruptly:

Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking
wine in their oldest brother’s house, and suddenly a
great wind came from across the wilderness and
struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the
young people, and they are dead; and I alone have
escaped to tell you! (Job 1:18-19)

We can only wonder at the emotions Job felt as he
listened to this most distressing message. For those who
have lost a child, there is an immediate state of unbelief, a
heartfelt denial that such a thing could be true, while deep
down realizing that it is. Then, a dark, unfathomable well
arises, filled with emptiness, anguish, anger, and many
other intermingling emotions that would cause even the
strongest to exclaim in indescribable grief, “This is not
fair!”

How many of us could lose everything as Job did—all
that we are proud of—and avoid accusing God of being
unfair? At times, our torment can give way to discontent or
displeasure with God or the human governments He em-
powers. It can overwhelm and dominate our minds and
thoughts. To a lesser extreme, even a cursory viewing of
the nightly news can spawn thoughts of grievance and
outrage against God.

SATAN EXPLOITS OUR VULNERABILITY
In such moments of weakness or vulnerability, Satan loves
to catch us off guard. If we leave God’s sovereign will out
of the picture—even momentarily—we leave ourselves
open to our adversary’s ability to fill our minds with
thoughts of inequity that seem so easy to justify.

But as we should learn for our own benefit, God will
occasionally remove a portion of our protective hedge, just
as He did with Job, allowing Satan to get at us to do the
things he thinks will hurt us the most. God does this to
humble us. All Satan’s malignant hatred for God and man
is displayed in what he did to Job—and what he may do to
us as the end approaches, especially in view of the fact that
he is targeting God’s called-out ones (Ephesians 6:12-13;
l Peter 5:8).

While we may justifiably consider some things in life to
be unfair, it is interesting to see Job’s reaction to all that had
happened to him through the events of that one, fateful day.
Job 1:19-22 reveals:

Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head;
and he fell to the ground and worshiped. And he said:
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked
shall I return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has
taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” In all
this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.

In the following chapter, we see that Satan, obviously
disappointed with Job’s righteous reaction, goes before
God to challenge Him once again, saying in Job 2:4-6:
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“Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for
his life. However put forth Your hand now and touch
his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse You to
Your face.” So the LORD said to Satan. “Behold, he
is in your power, but spare his life.”

Satan must have waltzed out of God’s throne room,
delighted at his prospects, thinking: “We shall see how
faithful Job is by the time I have finished! When he loses
his health, when he becomes exhausted and weary from all
the agonizing pain, then he will lose control and curse God
for being so unfair!”

Indeed, while Job was still grieving the sudden loss of his
children and his empire, God allowed Satan to ravage Job’s
health. In many ways, this is the worst trial a man can face.
He can cope with all sorts of losses and failures, given time,
but once his health begins to fail, he must devote so much
time and effort to finding and maintaining his strength,
managing pain, and focusing on life’s most basic needs,
that many necessary things often fall by the wayside.

JOB MAINTAINS HIS FAITH
Job was in misery. Satan caused him to be covered in
painful boils from head to toe, his only relief coming from
a shard of pottery he used to scrape the oozing sores (Job
2:7-8). In verse 9, his wife, finding him sitting amidst the
ashes of the local garbage dump, scornfully utters: “Do
you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!”

Surely, such an outburst would provoke Job’s pride to
denounce God or even his wife for being unfair. Instead,
Job’s reply in verse 10 reveals his humility, self-control,
patience, and faith in the face of adversity: “But he said to
her, ‘You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall
we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept
adversity?’ In all this Job did not sin with his lips.” Despite
what had to be an overwhelming assault on his emotional,
physical, and spiritual state, Job refused to castigate
anyone but himself—he abstained from crying out, “Unfair!”

In fact, throughout the account of Job, he maintained his
loyalty and reverence toward God. In the face of all that he
had to endure, including “help” from three well-meaning
but misguided friends, Job remained faithfully steadfast.

Are we like Job, accepting of our lot in life without
complaint? What do we do when we are cheated or lose
something or even someone we love? How do we react when
something we desire passionately is withheld from us? Are
we willing to accept God’s will graciously? Or do we focus
instead on our discontent and how “unfair” life is?

God knows what our individual needs are—physically
and spiritually—and He promises to provide them for us
(Philippians 4:19). Accordingly, He withholds things that
He thinks will not be good for us. Do we accept His
decisions, or do we allow the bitter root of discontent to
form within our hearts (Hebrews 12:15)? All too often,
Satan will feed our minds with such arrogant discontent,

knowing that if he can persuade us to see ourselves as
victims, he has a chance to devour us (l Peter 5:8).

SATAN’S POWER AND PRIDE
We should never underestimate Satan’s power nor his
hatred for God and man. He surreptitiously broadcasts his
evil, spiritual intents into our minds, subtly working to turn
each member of the “little flock” away from God (Eph-
esians 2:2). We should carefully consider the account of
his actions in Ezekiel 28:12-16 as typical of his modus
operandi. Although nothing was withheld from him, as he
was created by God as the ultimate in beauty and function,
“perfect in [his] ways,” he did not remain true, turning
away from God, a picture of cancerous discontent.

In verse 17, we see the source of this discontent—pride:
“Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty. You
corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor.” Satan
was full of pride, the very thing we must guard against so that
we do not corrupt the wisdom God has given us.

Satan is called “an angel of light” because he has a
talent for presenting evil in a good light, which can confuse
and deceive us if we let our guards down and drift away
from God’s truth (II Corinthians 12:3, 14-15; see Revela-
tion 12:9). Without this truth as our guide, we can easily fall
prey to Satan’s darts of discontent. After all, this is Satan’s
world for a while longer. So while we continue to witness
the growth of discord and discontent based upon his false
notion that life should always be fair, we should anticipate
and be thoroughly prepared for life—occasionally and
even frequently—to be unfair—for now.

However, as we head into the final stages of the age of
man, we should keep in mind that each of us was created by
God, complete with everything we need to function ac-
cording to His will. While we may lack the power, wealth,
talent, and beauty that Satan—or perhaps a brother—has
been gifted, we will soon be given so much more, if, among
other things, we learn to be content with what our generous
and loving God has provided us.

We should always remember that discontentment is
common and hurtful, while contentment is rare and of
great benefit (l Timothy 6:6). For true contentment is a
byproduct of the gift of faith that each of us, as the elect,
has been granted by God.

Foolishly comparing our lot in life with that of anyone
else’s can never bear any good fruit (ll Corinthians 10:12).
We should, instead, only measure ourselves by the Word
of God—the life of Jesus Christ. In doing so, we will
discover a proper perspective, finding peace, security, and
contentment within God’s sovereign plan (Philippians
4:6-11). Like Job, our focus need not be on what seems
fair—what we possess or lose today—but on God’s
promises for our future, when we will take possession of
the most indescribable gift of all, eternal life with our just
and loving God!

—Geoff Preston

Prophecy Watch
It’s Not Fair!
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they observe. We may have never thought of it this way,
but God is judging us on whose example we are following.
So, whose example are we following?

The Goal Is Following Perfectly

Among those personalities briefly biographized in He-
brews 11, who would we choose as the greatest

leader among them? Would it be Noah, who maintained his
righteousness during perhaps the longest, most immoral
period in mankind’s history yet still finished the work God
gave him to do? Would we choose Abraham, who seem-
ingly “came out of nowhere” to become the progenitor of
the family of peoples named Israel? The Bible’s authors
frequently tout him for his faith, referring to him as “our
father Abraham.” Perhaps our choice would be David,
who may be the best-known Israelite of all for the many
leadership qualities he exhibited as a shepherd, warrior,
king, musician, and author.

However, there is no doubt that, apart from Jesus, the
quintessential biblical leader among men is Moses. The
author of Hebrews chooses him from a fairly long list of
possible candidates to compare most favorably to Jesus. It
should be of great interest to us that the overall character-
istic that the author chooses to encompass Moses’ leader-
ship is faithfulness:

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our

confession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him
who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all
His house. For this One has been counted worthy of
more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built
the house has more honor than the house. For
every house is built by someone, but He who built
all things is God. And Moses indeed was faithful
in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of
those things which would be spoken of afterward.
(Hebrews 3:1-5)

As the author of Hebrews develops his theme of the
greatness of Jesus Christ, he undoubtedly chose Moses as
his human example because the people to whom he was
writing already considered Moses to be the greatest leader
in their more than 1,700 years of history, beginning with
Abraham. Jesus Christ, though, is incomparably greater
than even Moses.

The “house” to which the author refers is not a building
but people within an institution, the nation of Israel that
descended from the Patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. However, God used Moses, born into the family of
Levi, son of Jacob, several generations later, as the human
instrument through which the Patriarchs’ descendants
were formed into a nation.

In the record God gives us of Moses, how many
situations do we see that are jam-packed with the need for
clear and unambiguous leadership? Moses was God’s
prophet, giving the Word of God to those being formed into

Personal
Leadership and Covenants

(continued from page 6)

Ready Answer
Why Did God Command Israel to Go to War?

were great idolaters, too. Rather, He told them to carry out
His law within the borders that He had set. Due to the
size of the job, an army was required. God’s command to
Israel to go to war was to enforce God’s law, not because
there is any variableness in Him!

A God of Justice
When Christ returns and the kingdoms of the world
become His (Revelation 11:15-16), this same One who
said, “Whoever is angry with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judgment” (Matthew 5:22), is
shown carrying out the same instructions He gave to
ancient Israel:

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse.
And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His
eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were
many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew
except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in
blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And

the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out
of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He
should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule
them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God. (Revelation 19:11-15)

When God gave Israel the Land of Promise, He re-
quired them to be avengers to execute wrath on wicked
peoples. He commanded that they enforce His law within
their new domain. When Christ returns as “King of kings,”
He will do exactly the same thing.

The peoples of the world at His return will be doing the
same things that the Canaanites were doing when God
gave it to Israel (Revelation 9:20). The peoples of the land
did not repent, just as the survivors of God’s plagues will
not repent. Had there been repentance, there would have
been no need to execute wrath on evildoers. God is a God
of great mercy and compassion, but with the hardhearted
and rebellious, He is a God of justice.

—David C. Grabbe

(continued from page 9)
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a nation. He also served them as priest, being the interme-
diary between them and God, establishing the functions of
the Levitical priesthood. Moses delivered God’s laws to
the Israelites and led them into making what we call the
Old Covenant with God.

It was also Moses who served as Israel’s first political
leader, the one to whom the nation looked for governance.
He is nowhere called a king, but the Bible testifies that he
functioned, under God, as Israel’s human governor and
judge both in its internal needs and in its dealings with other
nations as it proceeded to the Promised Land. In addition,
Moses was a military leader when hostilities called for his
guidance.

In every area in which guidance is needed for a nation,
Moses’ example of greatness under God is superior. One
of his greatest characteristics is often overlooked because
his other more visible characteristics seem to overshadow
it. But God did not pass over it, noting it for our guidance:

Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses be-
cause of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married;
for he had married an Ethiopian woman. And they
said, “Has the LORD indeed spoken only through
Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?” And
the LORD heard it. (Now the man Moses was very
humble, more than all men who were on the face of
the earth.)  (Numbers 12:1-3)

None of his outstanding qualities, high-ranking positions
in the nation, or obviously correct decisions in behalf of all
concerned ever “went to his head.” He consistently
remained kind, moderate, and even-handed toward those
under him, and just and fair in his dealings. He was
approachable.

With these excellencies in mind, we must not overlook
Deuteronomy 18:15, which records of Moses: “The LORD
your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your
midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear.” In the
inspired sermon that Peter delivered to those Jews listen-
ing on the Day of Pentecost when God gave of His Spirit
to mankind, he drew on this verse to pointedly reveal that
this verse applies directly to Jesus Christ. In this case,
Jesus was “like Moses” but far greater because, as the
apostle Paul later wrote, Moses was merely a servant in
the house, while Christ is its Builder. The apostle chose
well in naming Moses as his comparison to Christ. It would
be very difficult, if not impossible, to find a human leader
greater than he.

A Leader Among Followers

My choices for consideration in this category of great
leaders are two: One from the Old Testament and

one from the New. This is because, as in the previous
category, Moses was from the Old Testament and Jesus,
the greatest leader of all, is from the New Testament.

My choice from the Old Testament is Joshua. A leader
is not a leader unless he has followers. Is anyone in the
Old Testament more associated with being a leader
than Joshua? It is interesting that neither Aaron nor any
of Moses’ children were chosen to lead Israel, but God
chose an Ephraimite, Joshua. From the time Israel was
freed from Egypt until Moses died just short of the
Promised Land, wherever Moses is seen, Joshua is at his
side, assisting as needed. When Moses went up Mount
Sinai to receive the law from God, it was Joshua who
accompanied him, waiting the entire forty days until Moses
reappeared. Did he, too, fast for forty days (Exodus
32:15-17)? When battle was joined against the devious
Amalekites, Moses appointed Joshua to lead the Israelites
to victory against them (Exodus 17:8-16). Even though
Israel distrusted God and rejected Moses’ leadership,
Joshua remained steadfast, even at the risk of his own life
(Numbers 14:6-10).

Joshua’s faithfulness is rewarded, and he is given
authority after Moses’ death. But even after assuming
the leadership of Israel, he continues to be portrayed as
a humble follower of the Almighty God. He is shown
readily submitting to the Commander of the Lord’s army
(Joshua 5:13-15). What greater epitaph can be given a
man than appears in Joshua 24:31? “Israel served the
LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the
elders who outlived Joshua, who had known all the works
of the LORD which He had done for Israel.” This
follower was also a great leader under the watchful
eyes of our great God.

My choice from the New Testament is the apostle Paul.
He begins contact with Jesus Christ and His church as its
zealous enemy. He confesses in I Corinthians 15:9, “For I
am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God” (see
Acts 26:9-11). It is interesting that God changed his name
from the Hebrew Saul, which means “to ask” or “to
demand,” depending on the context, to the Latinate Paul,
which means “little,” indicating a substantial change of
character to become the humble but courageous represen-
tative God desired him to be.

Through his calling and conversion, he, by means of
God’s Holy Spirit, became an even greater, more zealous
servant of Christ and His church. I Corinthians 15:10
testifies of his change of character: “But by the grace of
God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in
vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not
I, but the grace of God which was with me.”

God willing, this subject will be continued in the next
issue.

In Christian love,

Personal
Leadership and Covenants
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The Perils of Populism

Populism, a political philosophy that appeals to and claims
to represent the interests and notions of the average

person, has enjoyed a long history in the United States. It can
be argued that populist fears fueled the American Revolu-
tion, making populism part of the nation’s political DNA. It
swept Andrew Jackson into the White House in the election
of 1828. Between the 1890s and the 1930s, populist parties,
played a noteworthy though unsuccessful role, engaging
political heavyweights such as Theodore Roosevelt and
Huey Long. Four-term Alabama Governor George Wallace,
founder of the populist American Independent Party, won
five states in the 1968 presidential election.

More recently, both the Tea Party (2009) and the Occupy
Wall Street (2011) movements were grassroots demonstra-
tions of the political right and left, respectively. Both por-
trayed themselves as uprisings of the people, attacking the
excesses of the political, and in the case of the Occupy
movement, corporate establishments from each side of the
political spectrum. Several Tea Party supporters have since
held elective office, while the Occupy movement has not
experienced similar tangible success.

The angry, grassroots undercurrents initiated by these
movements have unleashed two viable presidential candi-
dates, Donald Trump, a nominal Republican, and Bernie
Sanders, a nominal Democrat, onto the American political
scene. Though these two candidates are said to hail from
opposite ends of the political spectrum, both tap into the
growing anger of Joe and Jane American, who feel that their
concerns and needs have been ignored by the powers that be
for far too long. Both have succeeded far beyond most
pundits’ expectations.

Trump is a nationalist, whether he would call himself that
or not. His slogan, “Make America Great Again,” is clearly
nationalistic and nostalgic in nature. He follows in the
footsteps of other nationalists from around the world who
trumpet their nations’ virtues and aim to restore their
countries to the greatness they believe they deserve. He is
also a nativist, bellowing against allowing foreigners into
the country, whether illegal immigrants from south of the
border or refugees from various Muslim nations. In
addition, he seems to know the hot-button issues that
make his audiences of working-class Americans either
cheer or howl. His rhetoric has made him the straight-
talking, get-things-done champion of the long-ignored
American worker.

Sanders’ shtick is pandering to leftists who feel cheated
and exploited economically by big business and the “elites.”
He shouts almost non-stop about how the nation’s billion-
aires have rigged the system to syphon all the money to
themselves, leaving little or nothing for the “poor.” These
tycoons and moneyed interests, he says, have to be pulled

down and their ill-gotten gains redistributed—by the govern-
ment—to the common people. His ultimate aims are social-
ist, modeling his new America on Scandinavian social
democracies. As for foreign policy, he seems to care little
about it except that the U.S. should stop sending its youth off
to fight foreign wars.

These ideas have found traction across the nation be-
cause everyday Americans, having faced extended negative
economic circumstances and seen little or no help coming
from Washington, have ceased to trust their government and
their political representatives. They are looking for leaders
who believe and think as they do, and in so doing, they have
set themselves up for demagogues who pander to their
desires for change. A populist politician need not have an
ideology to steer his policies—all he must do is keep a finger
in the air to see which way the political wind is blowing. If
such a leader is elected, his constituents will find to their
chagrin that they have elevated a pragmatist—or worse—
into office.

Populism is not just an American phenomenon. Political
observers have noted that populist authoritarian parties have
sprung up and even thrived in many Western nations over the
past thirty years. As in America, these movements, and later
parties, come from both left and right. For example, the
parties headed by Marine Le Pen in France and Geert Wilders
in The Netherlands are rightist parties of this sort, while the
parties of Hugo Chavez in Venezuela and Evo Morales in
Bolivia fall on the far left.

Scholars argue about the cause of populism, and the
conventional reasons—economic downturns and social im-
mobility—have been found not to be conclusive, since
populist parties have risen in both impoverished and affluent
nations, as well as in both egalitarian and repressive ones.
Some have suggested that the driver of today’s populism is
long-term, ongoing social change, including drastic liberal-
ization of sex roles, gender identity, homosexual rights,
social diversity, and religious values, among others. Due to
this kind of social upset, traditionalists, feeling marginalized,
seek a strong leader to return the ship of state to their idea
of the nation’s halcyon days.

But as old saw goes, “Be careful what you wish for.” The
Bible warns us not to trust in men or in princes because they
cannot truly help us (Psalm 118:8-9; 146:3; Jeremiah 17:5).
As much as the rhetoric may strike a chord, populism is
not the answer, as it has often birthed oppressive regimes
like Nazi Germany and Chavista Venezuela. In fact, our
hope is not in this world at all, for only the return of Jesus
Christ as King of kings will solve the mess humanity has
made on earth.

—Richard T. Ritenbaugh



There may be as much controversy over whether a Christian should vote as over whom to vote for. All the same,
the decision to vote or not vote is ultimately an issue of faith. When confronted by a choice that is not directly

addressed in Scripture, Christians must ask, “What would Jesus Christ do in this situation?” We do this because,
in John 13, Jesus taught His disciples an essential spiritual principle that covers the broad spectrum of righteous

living: “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you” (John 13:15).

First, though, we must realize that, from its foundation until now, the world’s governments have not modeled
themselves on God’s governance. Dictatorship, constitutional monarchy, democracy, republicanism, socialism,

communism, fascism—none is God’s form of government. They are governments of the god of this world, Satan (II
Corinthians 4:4). God will not alter or adjust them to conform to His will; He will totally destroy and replace them

with His own divine government headed by His Son, Jesus Christ. This is the true perspective, despite most
people’s tendency to view politics from the standpoint of this present world.

Would Jesus Christ Vote?

Bible Study

1. What is the post-Flood origin of human government?
COMMENT: After the Flood, human society apart from God
began when Nimrod, a grandson of Ham, organized the first
secular government in the city of Babel (Genesis 10:8-10)
and expanded it to Nineveh and other cities (Micah 5:5-6).
He instituted a system whereby one or a few at the top profit
from the labor of the majority under them. Soon there were
many cities, each ruled by a self-willed king. Not content
with one city, ambitious rulers, seeking greater wealth and
power, armed a portion of their manpower and by aggres-
sion subjugated adjoining cities. Thus nations were born
and then empires.

This grasping, enslaving principle of government, inter-
twined with economic manipulation, has dominated the
world ever since. Whatever form human governments take,
they display the same Babylonian style of rule. Govern-
ments have risen and fallen, but their basic principles have
remained—competition and strife based on greed and pride
(Psalm 10:2-11).
2. What is this world’s system based on?
COMMENT: Regardless of form, human government is based
on exploitation of people and resources, power, aggression,
and deception. The entire system began and continues with
the idea of cramming people together into cities. As a world
order built on strife and competition, each of the four phases
of human civilization––political, economic, religious, and
social––has tried to dominate the others. In ancient Rome,
politicians ruled over religion, business, and society. After
AD 554, the Roman Catholic church dominated the others. In
America, where self-rule is enshrined in the Constitution,
big business and avaricious politicians have constantly
struggled for dominance. Communism, as with all forms of
socialism, induces the laboring class to support a suppres-
sive government for the benefit of the elite.

Regardless of the particular form of administration, the

civilization that now holds the entire world under its sway
is the same Babylonian system initially established by
Nimrod. Babylon means “confusion.” Competition and strife
have produced confusion throughout the world (James 3:16),
but “God is not the author of confusion” (I Corinthians 14:33).
Therefore, this world’s system of government is not God’s.
3. How should Christians view this world?
COMMENT: Many professing Christians view everything
from the perspective of this world, blindly assuming it is
God’s world. They see certain forces of evil in it, which they
feel they must oppose. In this vein, they see the Christian
duty as working to make this a better world.

However, this concept does not square with Scripture.
The Bible speaks of Christ “deliver[ing] us from this present
evil age” (Galatians 1:4). Human society is not of God’s
making, but Satan’s, as are its systems of government, basic
philosophies, and business and religious practices. All
nations are deceived, swayed, manipulated by the Devil
(Revelation 12:9; 20:2-3). In other words, our civilization is
Satan’s handiwork, not God’s.

God’s Word tells us to flee from the midst of Babylonian
society (Isaiah 52:11; II Corinthians 6:17; Revelation 18:4).
Speaking to the Jews, Jesus says, “You are from beneath; I
am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world”
(John 8:23). Later, when questioned by Pilate about His
Kingdom, “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this
world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would
fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now
My kingdom is not from here’” (John 18:36). Although Jesus
lived in this world, He clearly saw Himself as a “citizen” of
God’s heavenly Kingdom. The same holds true of those who
follow Him (Philippians 3:20).

Next time we will see more about Christ’s perspective on
the world’s politics.

—Martin G. Collins

•  •  •  •  •  •  •

Part One


